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The regular monthly meeting of the Andale City Council is called to order by Mayor Cawood at 7:03 p.m. on Monday, January 23, 2017.  Council members Roger Lies, Ryan Harp, Heath Harp and Kristi Winter are present as well as City Clerk Patty Hein, Maintenance Engineer Doug Simon, Police Chief Mark Cook and City Attorney Austin Parker.
The minutes from the December 12, 2016 regular meeting are reviewed.  Heath Harp moves to approve the minutes as written and Ryan Harp seconds.  The motion carries 4-0.
The claims paid report is reviewed.  Ryan Harp moves to approve the claims paid report and Heath Harp seconds.  The motion carries 4-0.
The financial summary is reviewed.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
Cindy Howey gives the Council an update on what is happening with the Chamber of Commerce.  The annual city wide garage sales are set for April 1st.  Cindy discusses the idea of letting people that live outside city limits but within the township set up garage sales in the city park.  These garage sales would be for Saturday, April 1st only.  The Council thinks this is a good idea.  Cindy will get the word out to people and she will be the contact person for it.
Cindy tells the Council about the annual Chamber of Commerce Dinner that is scheduled for March 18th at 6:00 p.m.  Ross Jansen and Millie are scheduled to be there.  Tickets are available.
The Chamber is still working on the beautification of Main St.  They are checking into solar lighting.
Cindy asks the Council if they have decided anything more about the business signage that has been discussed in previous meetings.  The Council discusses the possibility of asking each business for a donation towards the cost of the sign.  Cindy will talk to local businesses about it.  It is decided that the best location for the signage would be in the city park.
NEW BUSINESS
The City Clerk presents a contract from the MABCD offering a free service for the inspection and code enforcement of sanitary sewer and water wells.  The City Attorney explains that this would involve adopting several ordinances and codes required by the MABCD and that not many small towns really use this service.  After some discussion, the Council decides that the City does not need this service at this time.
The City Clerk asks the Council for approval to pay an invoice from Stellar Fireworks for $3,000.  This was for the fireworks at the Summerfest last August.  The City received $1050 in donations towards the fireworks so the City would actually only be paying $1950.  Heath Harp moves to approve the payment of the Stellar Fireworks invoice for $3,000 and Roger Lies seconds.   The motion carries    4-0.
The Council discusses the hiring of a new pool co-manager to replace Gwen Martin and to help Melissa May manage the pool for the 2017 season.    Roger Lies moves to authorize Mayor Cawood to hire a pool co-manager and to determine their starting salary.  Heath Harp seconds and the motion carries 4-0.
MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Engineer Doug Simon gives the maintenance report.  He presents several pool slide bids.  Two are from D. Gerber Pool Products for $2,295 and $6,000.  One is from Ultra Modern Pool for $5,499.  After some discussion, the Council decides these slides are too expensive.  There is a discussion about possibly doing a fund raiser to raise money for a new slide.
Doug discusses uniform pricing through Unifirst and Cintas for the maintenance department.  He thinks the prices are too high and asks the Council for a uniform allowance instead.  It is decided that the maintenance guys can just purchase what they need with authorization from the Mayor.
The Council again discusses the need for a back- up generator before the severe weather season arrives.
POLICE REPORT
Police Chief Mark Cook gives the police report.  There were 55 citations issued in 2016 and 83 cases.
New tires were purchased for the SUV.
Chief Cook repaired the crosswalk light that was hit by a semi-truck with the help of Maintenance Assistant Eugene Ernst.
The police cars are now equipped with wireless connection to the police computers. 
NON- AGENDA ITEMS
Mike Gross speaks to the Council about a sewer back-up that occurred at his rental at 241 Dale on December 26th.  Mayer Specialties was called out to do an emergency cleaning.  The back-up caused sewage to come up in Mike’s basement and caused damage to the home and to the renter’s belongings.   So far, repairs have cost him $3931.89.  Mike tells the Council that this same thing happened in March of 2009 and that it cost him $9700 for repairs.  Mayor Cawood tells Mike that the City does regular maintenance on it’s sewer lines to try to prevent these things from happening, but the city can’t control what people put down their lines.  City Attorney Austin Parker tells Mike that the city can try to submit a claim on this to their liability insurance, but in his experience this type of thing is usually not covered.
Mayor Cawood will get back with Mike after talking with the city insurance provider.
Mike tells the Council that he intends to put in a backflow preventer to help keep this from happening again.
Mayor Cawood presents a proposal from Mayer Specialty Services for chemically treating tree roots in the city sewer lines as an extra effort to reduce these sewer problems.  The cost of this service would be $13,500 to treat 10,000 lineal feet of sewer lines or $7,250 to treat 5,000 lineal feet.
Kristi Winter moves to approve Mayer Specialty Services proposal of Root-X chemical root application to 5,000 lineal feet of sanitary sewer lines for a cost of $7,250.  Heath Harp seconds and the motion carries 4-0.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
At 8:45 p.m. Ryan Harp moves to go into Executive Session for 15 minutes to discuss non-elect personnel and attorney/client privilege.  Kristi Winter seconds and the motion carries 4-0.
REGULAR SESSION RESUMES
At 9:02 p.m. the regular session resumes.  The Mayor states that no binding action was taken in Executive Session.
ADJOURN
At 9:03 p.m. Roger Lies moves to adjourn.  Heath Harp seconds and the motion carries 4-0.


                      







